A Resolution Calling for Separation of the Mississippi River 


and Great Lakes Basins





Whereas the Mississippi River basin and the Great Lakes basin are physically connected by a system of canals and waterways in the Chicago area, primarily the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, and





Whereas the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal is used for sanitation purposes, commercial shipping, industrial intake and discharge, and for other purposes, and





Whereas the physical connection that exists between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River creates a pathway for trans-migration of species, including invasive species, and





Whereas the invasive round goby and Asian carp species are current examples of high-profile, ecologically destructive species that threaten to migrate to and from the Great Lakes (respectively), and





Whereas current efforts to block the migration of species consist of an electrical dispersal barrier on the canal (near Romeoville, Illinois) and plans to construct a second electrical barrier, and





Whereas the electrical barrier system, while critically important to addressing the invasive species migration, is one of a complement of ways to address the trans-migration of species, and





Whereas a comprehensive study about ways to separate the Mississippi and Great Lakes watersheds would provide more tools for stopping the transmigration of species.





Therefore be it resolved that Great Lakes United recommends to the State of Illinois, the Mayor of Chicago and the governments of the United States and Canada that a comprehensive study about ways to achieve true separation of the Mississippi River and Great Lakes basins be performed by expert entities, and





Be it further resolved that this study be completed within two years, followed by immediate implementation of study recommendations to separate the Mississippi River and Great Lakes basins and protect the two watersheds from transfer of invasive species.





I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE JUNE 8, 2003 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN SAULT SAINT MARIE, ONTARIO





________________________


Jim Mahon, Vice President


