Future of the Great Lakes Navigation System - St. Lawrence Seaway

Whereas in the Water Resources Development Act of 1999, the U.S. Congress authorized the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps) to conduct a $1 million two-year preliminary study to evaluate potential navigation improvements on the Great Lakes navigation system and

Whereas, following this order, the Corps released a draft reconnaissance study in May 2002, recommending a $20 million full feasibility study to examine expanding the navigation system to allow 1,000-foot-long ships with 35-foot drafts to operate throughout the St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes and
Whereas, in a 2002 resolution, Great Lakes United opposed the feasibility study and

Whereas, in February 2003, the Corps approved the reconnaissance study on the condition that a supplemental study be prepared to determine the viability of maintaining the current navigation system at its current configuration until 2060 and

.
Whereas, in May 2003, a Memorandum of Cooperation was signed between the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Canadian Ministry of Transport formally initiating the supplement study as a binational, 30-month study and
Whereas, in a 2003 resolution, Great Lakes United articulated questions that should be answered and information that should be taken into consideration within the 30-month study and

Whereas the binational study team set up to perform the 30-month study has reiterated that physical and seasonal expansion will not be examined in the study and

Whereas, after the supplemental study is completed in fall 2005, recommendations on the direction for the next phase of the Corps’ Great Lakes Navigation system study will be made,

Therefore be it resolved that Great Lakes United reaffirms its 2002 opposition to physical and seasonal expansion of the Great Lakes navigation system and St. Lawrence Seaway, and requests that the governments of the United States and Canada formally agree to no longer pursue fiscally irresponsible studies that promote the physical and seasonal expansion of the Great Lakes navigation system and St. Lawrence Seaway and.

Be it further resolved that Great Lakes United reaffirms its 2003 resolution urging that the 30-month (supplemental) study should include a complete accounting of the impacts and costs of previous navigation improvements to the Great Lakes ecosystem, including the full costs of aquatic invasive species, habitat alterations, and water level impacts and

Be it further resolved that Great Lakes United urges that the design and implementation of all components of current and future navigation studies include the full participation of the governments of the United States and Canada, and basin tribes, First Nations, states, provinces, resource users, and the public and

Be it finally resolved that Great Lakes United states that the Great Lakes navigation industry should:

· Support regional jobs

· Facilitate regional movement of goods

· Be part of an efficient, integrated transportation network

· Develop environmentally preferable alternatives to structural modifications

· Prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive species

· Develop alternatives to major dredging in adapting to water level fluctuations

· Prevent pollution to drinking water resources through discharges of garbage, dry cargo residue, sewage, fuels, or other pollutants.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE JUNE 6, 2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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