RESOLUTION NO. 3





DECEMBER 2003

GREAT LAKES NAVIGATION SYSTEM REVIEW

WHEREAS:
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has undertaken at least four studies examining physical and seasonal expansion of the Great Lakes Navigation System and St. Lawrence Seaway since the Seaway opened in 1959, and is now engaged a supplement to the reconnaissance report of a fifth such study, and

WHEREAS:
The Corps supplemental reconnaissance phase will “focus on the actions and associated costs required to maintain the system in its current configuration for the period 2010 to 2060”, and

WHEREAS:
A memorandum of Cooperation was signed between the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Canadian Ministry of Transport, and

WHEREAS:
As the administrative and financial role of the Ministry of Transport has not been publicly defined.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:   That the Canadian Autoworkers recommends to Transport Canada that the goals of the supplement to the reconnaissance study be to:

· Examine the engineering needs and costs associated with maintaining the benefit of domestic shipping and jobs to the regional economy, and

· Examine the economic justification of continued access by foreign ships to the Great Lakes basin.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:   That the Canadian Autoworkers make the 



following recommendations for the data prepared by the 



Corps in the supplement to the reconnaissance report as it 



pertains to the Great Lakes environment:

· Recommend that the environmental baseline study be performed by a neutral and independent entity, such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environment Canada, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, the International Joint Commission, the National Academy of Sciences

· Collect and analyze data that would determine/estimate costs of controlling/preventing invasive species introduced by foreign ships since the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959.

· Collect and analyze data that would estimate the economic impact on the Great Lakes fishery, recreational boating and Great Lakes ecosystem from invasive species that have been introduced by foreign ships since the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:   That the Canadian Autoworkers make the 



following recommendations to Transport Canada for the 



analysis in the supplement to the reconnaissance report as it 


pertains to the Great Lakes economic conditions:

· Collect and analyze data that would determine economic benefit of domestic/regional shipping for the Great Lakes region.

· Collect and analyze data that should determine the economic benefit from foreign shipping for the Great Lakes region.

· Collect and analyze data that would determine the cost of the one-time permanent water level decrease/withdrawal on Lake Michigan and Lake Huron cottaging, municipal water systems, tourism and boating industry since the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:   That because of the unprecedented high cost 




for pre feasibility studies and the need for Corps 




accountability, the Canadian Autoworkers 





recommends that an independent review of the Corps 



supplement and final reconnaissance report be 




performed before the Canadian Government 





considers further financial support.

Submitted by Locals 27 and 1520
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